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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Barnstaple  Rural  District « 

Mr  Chairman,  Mesdames  Burgess,  G-illespie, 

Meeson  and  G-entlemen, 

I beg  to  subm.it  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and 
vital  statistics  of  the  Barnstaple  Rural  District  for  the 
year  1964® 

1 wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
Committee  for  their  help  and  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
department  and  also  to  thank  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Staff  for  their  co-”Operation  during  the  yearo 


Your  obedient  Servant 


E.  WILLI/H^, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


The  chief  occupations  of  the  district  are 

.Agriculture 


(i) 


i i ) C ate  ring  f o 2 


r Tisitors 


The  locauity  ma,3^  be  rcegarded  as  purely  non- 
industrial ana  emDlovment  is  on  the  uhole 


of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Barnstaple  Kurai  District 


STAT I ST 


r^c; 


AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 


AREA 


Area  in  Acres  □ o o o o o 

Population  (Registrar-G-eneral  ’ s Mid-Year 
Inhabited  Houses  o o » o o o 

Number  of  Council  Owned  Houses 
Density  of  persons  per  House 
Pateable  Value  coo  coo 

Value  of  a Penny  Pate  (Estimate) 


o o o 

Estimate ) 


o o o 


129,3^6 

26,670 

8,378 

659 


£766,483 

£3129o140d 


VITAL  STAT  I S' 


r'o 

O' 


live  Births  coo  000  coo  428 

Live  Births^rate  per  1000  population  000  I60O5 

Live  Births 5 rate  per  1000  (corrected)  000  l9o58 

illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  5 06 
St  ill. births  000  000  oc©  E 

Stillbirths  rate  per  1000  live  and  still-births  13 082 

Total  Live  and  still-births  000  © © o 434 

Infant  Deaths  under  1 year  ©o©  coo  6 

Infa,nt  Mortality  rate  per  1000  live  births  14o01 

Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1000  legitimate  births  11 ©05 
Illegitimate  Inf cut  Deaths  per  1000  illegitimate  births  41 *66 
Neo-Natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per 
1000  Total  Live  Births)  ©oc 


9c34 


Early  Neo-Natal  mortality  rate( deaths  under  1 week 

per  iOOO  Total  Live  Births)  c » o 7*01 

Peri-Natal  mortality  rate  (Stillbirths  & deaths  under  1 

week  combined  per  1000  Total  Live  & Stillbirths  20^73 
Maternal  mortality  (including  abortion)  1 


Deaths  o . o o c » 

Death  rate  per  1000  population 

Death  rate  per  1000  population  corrected 


325 

12.14 

10.08 


POPULATION  TRENDS 

SINCE  1951 

Year 

Population 

I.ive  Births 

Deaths 

1951 

Census 

23,150 

324 

314 

1952 

23,030 

342 

322 

1953 

23,360 

91 8 

257 

1954 

23,410 

346 

296 

1955 

23,642 

334 

316 

1956 

24,070 

343 

302 

1957 

24,010 

369 

300 

1958 

24,370 

362 

276 

1959 

24,370 

356 

294 

1 960 

25 ,050 

365 

272 

1961 

Census 

25,290 

338 

299 

1962 

25,530 

353 

336 

1963 

26,020 

434 

329 

1 964 

26,670 

428 

325 

B I RTHS 

During  the  year  there  were  428 

live  births  in 

the  rural 

area 

3 of  which  218 

were  males  find  21 

lO  females. 

Live 

Births : 

Males 

Eemales 

Total 

Legitim*ate 

206 

198 

404 

Illegitimate 

12 

12 

24 

Total 

218 

210 

428 

Still  Births: 

Legitiffiate 

4 

1 

5 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

Total 

4 

2 

6 

DEATHS 


During  the  year  there  were  323  deaths  as  compared  v/ith  329 
in  the  previous  yearo  They  included  170  m--les  a.nd  133  females 


The  follov;ing  table  gives  the  causes  of  deaths 


Males 

Fema.les 

Tuberculosis  5 respiratory 

— 

1 

Syphilitic  Diseeise 

1 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm j stomach 

4 

6 

Malignant  neoplasm ^ lung ^ bronchus 

12 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm ^ breast 

— 

4 

Ma]  igna.nt  neoplasm  3 uterus 

L 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

19 

13 

Leuka.em.ia , Aleukaemia 

1 

— 

Diabetes 

“ 

2 

Vascular  lesions 

17 

30 

Corona-ry  disea-se^  angina 

kS 

21 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

“ 

7 

Other  heart  disease 

28 

33 

Other  circulatory  disease 

4 

9 

Influenza 

“ 

1 

Pneumonia 

8 

1 

Bronchitis 

• 

3 

2 

nicer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

1 

G-astritis^  enteritis  and  dia.rrhoea 

— 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

1 

Hyp'Orplasia^  of  prostate 

1 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  disea^ses 

9 

10 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

1 

All  other  accidents 

2 

4 

Suicide 

3 

— 

NEO~ NATAL  DEATHS 

This  represents  the  number 

of  dearth 

s oc curing  in  infants 

under  the  age  of  4 iveeks:- 

M 

F 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

1 

3 

Illegitim.ate 

I 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE 


rearing  the  year  6 infants 

(4  male 

a.nd  2 

f emale ) died 

under  the  a.ge  of  one  year,  giving  ?„n  Infant 

Mortality  Rate 

of  1 Ai-eOl  o 

M 

F 

Total 

Legitima-te 

3 

1 

4 

Illegitimate 

2 

— 

2 

DEATHS  IN  AGE  GROUPS 

under  4 v\reeks 

3 

1 

4 

4 weeks  to  1 year 

-1 

1 

2 

1 year  to  4 years 

1 

— 

1 

3 years  to  14  years 

1 

1 

2 

15  years  to  24  years 

3 

— 

3 

25  yea.rs  to  34  yea,rs 

2 

1 

3 

35  years  to  44  yea.rs 

3 

— 

3 

45  years  to  54  years 

11 

5 

16 

55  years  to  64  years 

31 

22 

53 

65  years  to  74  years 

44 

42 

86 

75  years  a„nd  over 

70 

82 

152 

CANCER  DEATHS 

There  were  62  dearths  from 

cancer 

during 

the  year. 

Cancer  of  stomach 

4 

6 

10 

CcYicer  of  Lung  ajid  bronchus 

12 

— 

12 

Ca.ncer  of  breast 

— 

4 

4 

Cancer  of  uterus 

— 

4 

4 

Others 

19 

13 

32 

DEATHS 

FROM  LUNG 

CANCER 

M 

F 

1951 

1 

— 

1958 

1952 

5 

1 

1959 

1953 

5 

2 

1960 

195i- 

5 

1 

1961 

1955 

5 

— 

1962 

1956 

7 

— 

1963 

1957 

8 

2 

1964 

M 

9 

7 

6 

Q 

10 

11 

12 


2 

2 

2 

2 

2 


is  shovo  in 


The  total  number  of  cancor  deaths  since  I93i 
the  following  table: 


Year 

Total  Noc 

- Cancer  Deaths  - 

of  Deaths 

M 

F 

Total 

1951 

314 

14 

26 

40 

1952 

322 

26 

29 

55 

1953 

257 

18 

27 

45 

1954 

296 

20 

30 

50 

1955 

316 

21 

26 

47 

1956 

302 

25 

30 

55 

1957 

300 

31 

26 

57 

1958 

276 

21 

22 

43 

1959 

294 

24 

28 

52 

i960 

272 

20 

21 

41 

1961 

299 

24 

27 

51 

1962 

336 

34 

37 

71 

1963 

329 

34 

28 

62 

1964 

325 

35 

27 

62 

I NFECTl OUS 

D i 

SEASES 

A tota.l  of 

358  infectious 

dis 

ease  notifications  vvere 

received  during 

the  yeaxo  The 

ma.jority  of  these 

(338)  were 

mea,sles  cases,  ’ 

which  occurred 

during  the  spring 

axd  the  latter 

months  of  the  v 

C/ 

earn 

There  were 

2 causes  of  lung  tuberculosis  ^ bo 

th  young  T\romen 

one  of  whom  had 

recently  moved 

into  the  district 

and  who  al- 

ready  ha.d  a na.s 

J. 

t history  of  the  in 

fectiono  There  wa.s  one 

notif ice^tion  of 

non-pulmonary 

tub  e 

r culo si 3 ( Endome tritl s » 

No  ToBo  Milk  borne  infeevdons 

cccu 

rredc. 

One  paratyphoid  was  reported  during  the  3^earo  This 
occurred  in  a villp.ge  where  an  occasional  case  is  notified 
almost  ajinualljo  The  patient  was  dischan''gcd  from  hosoitatl  after 
three  negative  faeca,!  and  urine  saanpleso  Investigavtions  ’were 
made  to  trace  the  source  of  infection  ^without  avail  o Urine  a^nd 
faecal  samr.ples  were  taken  from  a knowna  parshv.a)hoids  cai-i-ier  i^i 
tl.i.e  village c This  ca,se  was  first  reported  sevovT.  years  agOo 


eth  Faecal  samcles  ’were  repoi  vod  as  negative  "a:.:  who  uri''\e 


.e 


T V C o 


;til±  positj-V 


r T I • I ^ r:-  n 

o ^ i.  1 ^ c. . O — L.  w >«CuL  's-» . -t.  e./ . 


Vr£;".' 


with  antihiotics  but  refused « 

Eight  cases  of  sonne  dysentery  were  reported = No  cases  of 
food  poisoning  occurred  and  there  were  no  notifications  of 
infantile  paralysis  or  diphtheria » 

Samples  of  milk  v/erc  examined  for  Brucella  Abortus  in- 
fection o Out  of  13  milk  herds  tested  during  the  year^  two  v\rere 
reported  as  positive » One  milk  supply  w^as  bottled  and  sold  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  farm.  This  practice  was  stopped  until  the 
milk  infection  had  been  clear edo  The  milk  of  the  other  in- 
fected herd  w^as  delivered  daily  to  e.  creamery o This  supply 
was  pasteurised  until  the  infected  cow^s  could  be  identified 
and  isolated o 

Brucella  Abortus  infection  in  humans j or  undulant  fever 
a,s  it  is  called^  is  not  generally  notifiable  = One  case  came 
to  my  notice  during  the  yearo  This  wa.s  a 15  yea.r  old  boy  who 
had  been  ill  some  ten  to  twelve  weeks  before  I v\re.s  informedo 
My  attention  was  drawu  to  another  ca,se  some  tw"0  yea.rs  ago  and 
although  from  enauiries  amongst  the  general  practitioners  in 
the  a.rea. ^ the  disease  is  uncommon  5 1 a,m  informed  by  the  locaA 
veterinary  officers  tha.t  the  infection  is  fa.irly  comivon  amongst 
their  profession o I think  that  with  a,n  increasing  awvneness  to 
the  disease 5 more  cases  will  be  recognised  in  rural  areas » 

The  following  taAle  gives  particulans  of  the  infectious 
diseases  notified  during  the  year:- 


Measles 

Uj 

0 

CO 

Bonne  Dysentery 

8 

Acute  Prim. ary  Pneumzonia 

9 

Scarlet  Fever 

14 

Farat3aphoid 

1 

Erysipelas 

3 

Whooping  Cough  0 0 0 

12 

Two  ca^'S  of  lung  tuberculosis  and  one  non-pulmonary 
notified  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  v\rere  as  follov^s:- 


11 


Age  Period 


1-5  years  o <> « 
3-14  years  . . 

1 5 -24  years  o » » 
23  -Vf  years  » o c 
43  -64  years  » » o 
63  ^ over 


Pulmonary  Non- Pulmonary 

M F M F 


2 


1 


One  case  of  Renal  Tuberculosis  notified  was  later  withdrawn » 


LUNG  TUBERCULOSIS  - DISTRIBUTION  OF  CASES 

Br aunt on  000  2 

Man-wood  000  1 


The  following  ta,ble  shows  the  num^ber  of  cases  on  the 
Tuberculosis  Register  on  1st  Januany  and  31  st  December  1964*- 


Year  1964 

Pulmnna-ry 

E on-Pulmonany 

1 st  January 

31 st  December 

M F Total 

55  33  88 

50  31  81 

M F Total 

9 12  21 

8 13  21 

INCIDENCE  OF  FdLF0N.\RY  MD  NON-RJLMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS  SINCE  1931 


Year 

No 

oOf  Canes 

Case  Rate  per 

Fh 

0 

0 

0 

Death  Rate 

Non- 

of 

Rilmonary 

1000 

Deaths 

per  1000 

Pulmonany 

Tuberculosis 

Population 

Population 

1951 

23 

Oo99 

7 

0.30 

7 

1952 

21 

0c9l 

6 

Oo26 

11 

1953 

24 

1 c03 

3 

O0I2 

4 

1954 

11 

0o47 

— 

— 

3 

1955 

4 

0.17 

— 

— 

1 

1956 

7 

0.29 

— 

— 

2 

1957 

5 

0.20 

1 

0.04 

1 

1958 

5 

0o20 

1 

0.04 

2 

1959 

4 

0 0 1 6 

1 

O0O4 

1 

i960 

6 

Oo23 

— 

— 

— 

1961 

5 

0o20 

1 

0c04 

2 

1962 

5 

Oo23 

— 

1 963 

2 

O0O75 

— 

— 

1 

1 564 

0 

O0O74 

— 

i-D 

0 

0 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

TUBERCULOS 1 S 

All  tubercular  cases  are  treated  at  Hav/kmoor  Hospital o 
MATERNITY  CASES 

...at  the  North  Devon  Infirmary 5 there  is  a vaard  of  14  beds, 
v/ith  a fully  qualified  staff  available  for  cases  of  doubt  and 
diff iculty o 

A G-eneral  Practitioners’  Maternity  Unit  of  13  beds  is 
situated  at  'Hiighfield”  , Victori-a  Road,  Be^rnstaplCo 

At  Eicclescombe  Hospital,  Ilfracombe,  there  are  24  beds 
for  Maternity  and  Ante-natal  patients o 

ISOLATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

There  is  an  Infectious  Diseases  Isolation  Hospital  at 
Bideford,  the  Kingsley  Hospital,  which  serves  Barnstaple  as 
well  as  other  local  Authorities  in  North  Devon » 


SMALLPOX 

The  Smxallpox  Hospital  to  v\fhich  any  cases  of  smallpox 
■vvill  be  sent  is  Upton  Pine  Hospital,  near  Exeter o Special 
ambulance  transport  can  be  obtained  by  contacting  the  Isol- 
0„tion  Hospital,  Whip  ton,  Exeter  o (Telephone  67158) 

GENERAL 

The  North  Devon  Infirmary,  situated  at  Barnstaple,  serves 
the  area  and  provides  modern  medical  and  surgical  treatment 
for  the  residents  of  the  district . 

Two  Y/ards  with  a total  of  33  beds  at  the  Alexandra  Hos- 
pital c.re  set  aside  as  cji  annexe  to  the  wards  of  the  North 
Devon  Infirmiary  and  post-opera,tive  and  recovery  patients  are 
now  tra.nsf erred  there  a.s  soon  as  possible o 

There  ^le  100  beds  for  the  chronic  sick  at  Alexandra 
Hospitalo 


13 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 


The  main  laboratory  is  situated  at  Bradninch  Place,  G-andy 
Street,  Exoter  and  Pro  Moore  is  the  Director » It  is  complete- 
ly installed  v/ith  the  necessary  equipment  for  bacteriological 
examinations  of  all  kinds c Its  diagnostic  and  consultative 
services  are  available  for  all  pa.tients*  Bacteriological 
examinations  of  drinking  water  and  milk  ane  also  carried  out. 

There  is  also  a.  Pathological  Laboratory  at  Ef^Boutport 
Street,  Barnstaple o 

CLINIC  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 


Vo  Do  Clinic o 

This  is  held  at  the  North  Devon  Infirmary  Annexe o 
Sessions  Females  Males 


Monda.y 

4 

Thursday 

4 

Chest  Clinic c 

The  Chest 

Clinic  is 

he 

Id 

G-lossop  .Annexe  o 

Sessions 

Tuesdays 

2 Porno 

to 

4 

Y/ednesdays 

2 p.m. 

to 

4 

AMBULANCE  S E V I C E 


oO  p omo  3 *1 5 p 

c30  p .m. o 3 -h-3  Pom, 

at  the  North  Devon  Infirmary 

Porno )_  Clinic  and  X~Pa.y 
Porno)  Examinations o 


Under  Section  27  of  the  Naotional  Health  Act,  1 943  ^ the 
Loccol  Health  Authority  (ioCo  the  Devon  County  Council)  is 
responsible  for  the  provision  of  an  Ambulance  Service  and  the 
Devon  HeaAth  Committee  have  aorranged  for  this  to  be  provided 
through  the  agency  of  the  Sto  John  Ambula.nce  Association o 
The  Brigade  serves  Bairns taple  Borough  and  the  district  around, 
a.nd  the  Hea.d quarters  are  in  Comm.ercial  Road,  Barnstaple » The 
sta^ff  consists  of  three  paid  miembers  ( full-timie)  , 20  men 
volunteers  and  14  volunteer  nurses o The  Hospital  car  service, 
also  under  the  Devon  County  Council,  is  a.vailable  upon  appli- 
cation to  the  Hospital  by  the  doctor  concerned,  and  the 
Ambulance  Service  is  empow’ered  to  hire  cars  in  urgent  cases 
when  the  ambulance  is  not  necessaryo 
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PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOMES 


There  are  nine  District  Nurses  in  the  area 5 all  of  whom 


ac'c  a.s  r 


wives 


IMMUNIZATION  AND  VACCINATION 

Protective  immunisation  and  vaccination  against  Diphtheria ^ 
Whooping  Cough 5 Tetanus ^ Smiallpox  and  Poliomyelitis  5 are  under- 
taken hy  the  G-eneral  Practitioners  and  at  the  Infant  Welflare 
and  School  Clinics o There  Q,re  four  Infant  Welfare  Clinics 
organised  hy  the  Devon  County  Health  Authority  within  the 
district o These  a,re  held  as  follows 

Fremington-  Parish  Ha-11:  2nd  & 4th  Wednesday  afternoons o 

Brannton-  Parish  Hall:  Thursda^y  afternoons o 

Combe  Martin-Baptist  Chapel„  ^ o . m ^ 

^ ^ 2nd  Ac  4th  Tuesday  afternoons <, 


Rooms 


W'oolanombe-Methodist  Hall:  2nd  Sc  4th  Wednesdays o 
National  Assistance  ( amendment ) Act  1953. Sect 


ON 


47 


During  the  year  no  elderly  person  was  removed  compulsorily 
under  this  Act  from  his  or  her  homiC  to  a Count^^  Welfare  Estab- 
lishiment  or  hospital « Owing  to  the  shortage  of  accommodaition 
for  the  elderly  at  the  Welfare  Homes 5 these  persons ^ who  because 
of  their  age  and  inability  to  fend  for  themselves  and  who  are 
anxious  to  get  into  a.  Welf.are  HomiO  voluntarily  may  hnve  to  wait 
some  weeks  before  being  admitted.  The  Home  Help  Service  is 
aAways  a.vailable  to  provide  assistance  to  the  elderly  to  ramain 
in  their  ovn  homes.  Unfortunately  in  a rural  area  such  as  this^ 
many  of  the  a^ged  live  in  remote  and  isola.ted  positions  where  no 
Femme  Help  is  a-vailablCj  and  such  dwellings  are  often  substandand 
and  vvould  be  classified  as  unfit  under  Section  4 of  the  1959 
Housing  Act.  Many  are  most  reluctant  to  leave  their  homss^ 
however  m_uch  they  lack  in  essentia.!  aimenities  such  as  internal 


wnrer  5 


flush  WkCo  etc 05  and  until  suitable  dwellings 


are 


available ^ they  remain  as  they  ar 


^ o 


A number  of  bunga.lows  for  the  elderly  hatve  a.l ready  been 
built  in  the  RuraU  District  but  so  fa.r  the  numbers  are  ina.de- 
qua.te.  Approval  has  now  been  obtained  for  a scheme  to  build 
sixteen  two  bedroom!  fla.tlets  and  eleven  one  bedroomi  bungalows 
in  a:,  cul-de-sac  in  the  Bickington  area..  No  resident  IT  Arden 


!• 


scheme  is  envisaged o Such  a scheme  will  allow  the  rehousing 
of  some  of  our  aged  v/ho  live  in  these  isolated  substandard 
dwellings  and  will  facilitate  the  provision  of  Home  Helps  where 
required o 

HOUS 1 NG 

During  the  year  Closing  or  Demolition  Orders  were  passed 
by  the  Council  in  respect  of  4 dwellings » Six  families  were 
rehoused  from  unfit  houses  during  the  yearo 

The  Council  approved  of  23  applications  for  Standard  G-rant 
improvem:ent  to  dwellings,  14  of  which  were  in  respect  of  owner/ 
occupiers  a.nd  11  in  the  ca.se  of  dv\?cllings  let  to  tenantso 

The  Council  a.lso  approved  of  20  applications  for  Discre- 
tionary G-rauits,  10  of  which  w^ere  for  owner/occupiers,  and  10 
tenajatedc 

Three  Council  dwellings  were  erected  during  the  year* 

Plains  are  in  hand  for  a further  20  dwellings  at  Brannton,  17 
at  Heanton  and  27  at  Bickingtono 

The  total  num^ber  of  a.pplica.nts  for  Council  dwellings  at 
31st  December,  1964?  was  302  as  compared  with  23^  in  December, 
1963o 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

During  1964  the  North  Devon  Water  Boa.rd  provided  mains 
wa.ter  to  ci  further  420  domiestic  dwellings  and  26  fa.rm.s  in  the 
mra.!  area . 

A start  we.s  mxade  in  the  laying  of  a m.ains  v;ater  supply 
to  Brendon,  this  supply  being  taken  fromi  the  Lynton  and  Lynm.outh 
W'ater  Works o 

A matins  waiter  supply  was  a.lso  extended  to  Arlington, 
Loxhore,  Low'er  Loxhore  and  Shirwello  All  villages  in  the 
area  are  now  on  m.a.ins  water  supply,  with  the  exception  of 
ChallacomHeo 

The  following  table  shows  the  existing  v^rater  supplies  in 
the  various  parishes:- 
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Parish  Population 

1961  Census 


Arlington 

12i 

Small  hamilet-scF ttered  dwellings-main 
supply. 

Ashford 

192 

Compact  village-main  supply-North  Devon 
Water  Board , 

Atherington 

360 

Compact  villa.ge-mxain  supply-North  Devon 
Water  Board, 

Berrynarbor 

626 

Compact  village-main  supply-North  Devon 
Vvater  Bocird, 

Bishops  Tawton 

1056 

Compact  village-mrin  supply-North  Devon 
Water  Board, 

Bittadon 

ho 

Isolated  dwellings- on  well  water  supply, 
Schemie  being  propa.red  for  mains  supply. 

Bratton 

488 

Villa.gc-ma.in  water-North  Devon  Water 

Fleming 

Boa.rd, 

Braun ton 

4303 

Large  villa.ge-main  supply-North  Devon 

Water  Board, Proposed  extension  to  Lobb 

Brendon 

213 

Small  hamlet  & scattered  dwellings- 

private  supplies- springs.  Scheme  for 
mains  supply  in  progress. 

Challacombe 

153 

Sm.all  hamlet- springs  & v^ells-private 
supplies , 

Combe  Martin 

2228 

La.rge  village-miains  ?vater-North  Devon 
Water  Bor^rd, 

Countisbury 

80 

Hamlet  & scattered  dwellings-private 
supplies  - springs. 

East  Dovm 

213 

Ha„mlet-miain  supply-North  Devon  W'ater 
Board, 

Fremington 

4405 

Large  village-main  supply-North  Devon 
Y/ater  Board, 

G-eorgeham 

1018 

Large  villa.ge-main  supply-North  Devon 
Water  Board,  Extension  of  inaAn  to 
Putsborough  completed. 

Croodleigh 

219 

Village-main  supply-North  Devon  Yfater 

Board , 

Heanton 

931 

Village-main  supply-North  Devon  Water 

Punchardon 

Board, 

High  Bray 

150 

Village-maVn  supply-North  Devop  W^ater 
Board, 

17 


Horwood 
In stow 
Kentisbury 
I'andkey 
Loxhore 
Mart inhoe 


13 

782 

270 

824 

141 

149 


Hamlet-main  supply-North  Devon  7va.ter 
Board o 

Village -main  supply-North  Devon  Yvater 
Bo  ar d » 

Village-main  supply-North  Devon  V^^ater 
Board o 

Villa.ge-main  supply-North  Devon  Water 
Board o 

Main  supply  - North  Devon  Water  Board 
I-ower  Loxhore  - ditto, 

Hamlet  & scattered  dwellings-private 
wells  and  springs o 


I4arwood 

58if 

Main 

supply  - 

North 

Devon 

Vvater 

Board, 

b’ortehoe 

■1289 

Villf 

!ge- matin 

supply-North 

Devon 

Water 

Board, 

Newton  Tracey 

92 

Main 

supply  - 

North 

Devon 

Water 

Board, 

Parra.com.be 

309 

Main 

supply  - 

North 

Devon 

Water 

Board, 

Pi  It on  West 

126 

Main 

supply  - 

North 

Devon 

Vi^ater 

Board , 

Shirwell 

359 

Me.  in 

supply  - 

North 

Devon 

Water 

Board , 

Stoke  Rivers 

128 

Main 

supply  - 

North 

Devon 

W^ater 

Board, 

Svi^im.b  ridge 

910 

Main 

supply  - 

North 

Devon 

Water 

Board, 

Taw stock 

1285 

Ma.in 

supply  - 

North 

Devon 

Wa.ter 

Board, 

Trentishoe 

hi 

Hamlet  - springs 

WV'st  Down 

51 

Main 

supply  - 

North 

Devon 

Water 

Boa.rd, 

Westleigh 

380 

Main 

supply  - 

North 

Devon 

Water 

Board , 

52  Water  samples  were  taken  during  the  ycar-p  of  v/hich  21 
were  satisf actory , 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF 


CHIEF  PUBLiC  HEALTH  fNSPECTOR 
ENGINEER  and  BUILDING  SURVEYOR 


THE  RED  HOUSE, 
CASTLE  STREET, 
BARNSTAPLE „ 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Barnstaple  Rural  District  Council, 

Lao.ies  and  G-entlemen, 

I leg  to  present  my  I9th  Annual  Report  for  the  year  i964o 

There  are  36  Parishes  in  the  Barnsta,ple  Rural  District, 
1295346  acres  in  extent o The  basic  population  is  26,670,  but 
the  influx  of  summer  visitors  causes  a wide  variation  and  no 
information  is  avatilable  as  to  the  sum.mer  population  o 

•The  number  of  properties  is:-  1964  1963 

Noo  of  houses  and  flats  (including  1113 
agricultural  dwelling  houses  and 


659  Council  Houses) 


8682  8263 

13 


Noo  of  Cara^van  Sites-1  caravan  only ,residentiat 


NOo  of  commercial  premises  ,e  ogo  shops  v\7ith 
dv/elling  aLCcom.modation , banks  , lock-up s , 
hotels jboarding  houses , garages  etCo 


1013 

49 


939 

49 


NOo  of  Publtc  Houses  including  Beer  Houses 


Noo  of  Entertainment  and  recreational  premises, 
e*go  Cinemas, golf  clubs  jda^nce  hatls, 
swimiming  pools  etc* 


69  . 72 
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Noo  of  Educational  and  Cultural  premises  3 
e ogo  schools  ^colleges , libraries  etc » 

Noo  of  miscellaneous  properties  5 Cogo  Crown 
properties 3 clinics ^nursing  homes  etc. 

No,  of  industrial  premises  5 e.g,  factories  3 
mills  etc, 

Noo  of  Public  Utility  premises 


34 

35 

322 

292 

26 

27 

35 

34 

The  Braunton  sewera,ge  pxnd  sewa^ge  dispose,!  scheme  was 
com.pleted  during  the  year  a,nd  the  discha,rge  of  crude  sewage 
into  Vellator  Pill  ceased,  Vellator  Pill  has  been  the  natural 
disposal  point  of  sewage  from  Braunton  ever  since  the  village 
was  provided  with  sewer  and  the  Council  decided  to  have  a 
scheme  prtv^pared  as  long  ago  as  1937° 

It  is  possible  at  la.st  to  report  some  progress  on  the 
Landkey3  SwimUridge  and  Bishops  Tav^rton  scheme , The  prepar- 
ation of  this  schemic  has  reached  an  advanced  staige  a.nd  it  is 
hoped  that  the  Minister  will  investiga.te  the  scheme  early  in 
1965o 

By  the  employment  of  Mr.  Chapmxan  in  the  Surveyor’s 
Uepartmient  3 it  has  been  possible  to  commence  the  preparation 
of  sewerage  schemes  within  the  departm.ent  and  a scheme  for 
Wrafton3  v/hich  formas  a.n  extension  of  the  Braunton  scheme  3 has 
been  prepared  and  is  ready  for  tender 3 and  it  is  hoped  that 
work  W'ill  commence  in  Maiy  1965° 

In  a-ddition  a report  on  the  smialler  villaoges  requiring 
sewerage  system^s  has  been  made  to  3 and  accepted  by 3 the 
Council  and  the  prepara. tion  of  the  first  of  ten  such  schemes 
(that  for  Milltown  and  Muddiford)  is  in  h-and. 

Plains  have  also  been  prepared  for  the  provision  of  a 
humus  tank  at  Atherington  Sewage  '/Vorks  in  an  effort  to  improve 
the  effluent  and  work  will  commionce  early  in  1963  on  this 
project  also. 

The  Regula,tions  requiring  100^^  meat  inspection  has  a^ga.in 
taken  up  mnch  of  the  time  of  the  Public  Hea.lth  staff  and 
v/ithout  the  help  of  private  veterinary  surgeons  it  Vv/ould  have 
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been  impossible  to  cope  wdth  the  demand » Every  effort  has 
been  made  to  augment  the  staff  for  this  purpose,  but  to  da.te 
without  a:,vailo 

1964  followed  the  pattern  of  previous  years  in  so  far  as 
estate  development  is  concerned  and  the  sta.tistics  included  in 
the  Building  Surveyor’s  report  reveal  a steady  increase  in 
this  branch  of  the  w^ork. 

The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 
again  claimed  a considerable  amount  of  time  during  1964,  but  I 
am.  pleased  to  say  tha.t  the  co-operation  of  the  site  owners  was 
everything  required  and  the  sites  throughout  the  district  are 
now  of  a very  satisfactory  sta„ndardo 

The  main  cone  entrant  ions  of  caravanning  and  camping  were 
in  the  Woclacombe,  Croyde  Bay,  BerrynEirbor  and  Comibe  Martin 
areas  and,  whilst  aapproved  staAic  holiday  sites  appear  to  meet 
the  demand,  there  is  a growing  shortage  of  approved  sites  for 
touring  caravans  aud  tents  and  during  the  past  summer  season, 
the  the  excess  number  of  tents  over  and  above  approved  sites 
was  a,s  follov^s:- 


Berrynarbor  aud  Combe  Martin  3^9 
Croyde  1 85 
Mortehoe  and  Woolacombe  431 
BrCi-unton  a:.nd  district  1 78 


Both  the  planning  authority  and  the  Council  are  giving 
earnest  consideration  to  the  provision  of  aidditional  sites 
and  m^eetings  ha-ve  already  taken  place  vvith  the  appropriate 
officers  of  the  Devon  County  Council  a^nd  the  secretary  of  the 
Ca.mping  Club  of  Croat  Britain  to  this  endo 

LIST  OF  LICENSED  CARAVAN  SITES 


Site 

Pine  Cones  5 Woolacombe 
Berr3rna.rbor  Trauler  Park 
Seabirds,  Croyde 
Ea.st  Cottage,  Bickington 
Eortescue,  Mortehoe 
Dune  View,  Braunton 
Cl enavon , C omb  e Martin 


Total  ResidentiaLl  Touring 

50 

30 

6 

23 

15 

56 

100 
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Site 

T'^-itchen^  Mortehoe 
Woolacombe  Bay  Caravan  Park 
Cleavewood  House  3 Yi/oolacombe 
Burrows  Mead  3 Croyde 
Lundy  Meadow  3 Croyde 
Yvoolacombe  Sa.nds  Caro,van  Pa.rk 
North  Horte  Fa.rm,  Mortehoe 
Lorna  DoonOj  Parracombe 
Ruda,  Croyde 
iviount  View,  Laaidkey 
Chivenor  Cross 
Score  Farm,  Bra-unton 
Down  End,  Croyde 
Lagoon  Vievy,  Yella^nd 
Wp.termouth  Caves,  Berr3niaLrbor 
Ba„rn  Close,  G-eorgeha^m 
The  G-range , Kentisbury 
Sandaway,  Berrynarbor 
Midlands,  Ashford 
Putsborough 


Total 

Residential  Touring 

273 

(O.S.4ii-9) 

68 

245 

62 

60 

150 

60(0perated  by  the  CoCo 

)60 

70 

73 

20 

20 

280 

1 

24 

24 

25 

25 

22 

22 

30 

6 

200 

5 

61 

2 

1 

61 

90 

63 

20 

20 

The  fcllo\'ving  sites  hold  certif icaites  from  the  Carava>.n 
Club  of  G-reat  Britain  a,nd  a.re  permitted  to  accommodate  not 
more  than  five  caravans  a^t  any  one  time:- 

Hillsford  House,  Hillsford  BridgOo 
Bay  Viev/  G-arage,  Landkey  Ro0.de 
West  End  Farm,  G-eorgehamo 
Brookha.m  Faum*,  Fremingtono 
Bestridge  Farm,  Swimb ridge o 
Ea.st  Down  Rectory,  East  Downo 
Ensis  5 Hairracott , 

Heddon  Mills,  Bra-unton » 

Wh eel  F a„r mi  3 Be r ryn a rb o r 0 
Tuckers  Farm,  Deorgehamo 
Here  Dov/n  Farm,  Bittadoue 
Ro  adway  F arm , Vv'  o o 1 ac  o mb  e , 

Riversm^ead,  Snapper o 
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From  surveys  carried  out  by  both  the  Divisional  Planning 
Depa,rtment  and  my  ovm^  the  number  of  carairans^  tents  and 
chalets  used  for  holiday  accommodation  in  the  rural  district 
is  as  follov7s:- 


C ar  avail  s 

Tents 

Chaplets 

2,123 

1 ,482 

313 

The  mn.in 

concentrations  were 

a.s  follows 

c 

LocaJ_ity 

Static  Holida.y 

Tourist 

Tents 

Chalets 

Woola.combe 
Croyde  Bay 
Berrynarbor 

680( 6%) 

450(y) 

ii9(6y 

1 1 0(  6fr) 

401  (y) 

22P){2%) 

426(5fS 

229{h-fc) 

I regain 
the  disposal 

have  to  report  the  1 
of  refuse  5 til  though 

ack  of  sufficient  sites  for 
an  aklc'itional  large  site  was 

opened  during  the  year  a„t  the  Old  Claypits^  near  Bickingtono 
At  the  same  timeg  the  tip  which  has  been  in  use  for  somie  years 
at  Chi^enor  was  closed « 


Arrangements  have  been  made  to  augment  the  refuse  collec- 
tion service  and  two  additional  vehicles  are  on  order  for 
delivery  on  the  1st  Aprils  a.fter  which  a.ll  villages  now 
receiving  a,  fortnightly  collection  will  have  a vveekly  collection „ 


As  from,  e.arly  May  5 
we  ekly  collection,  th e 


1963  5 every  villa^ge  ?vill  receive  a 
outlying  rural  eireas  f ortnightly , and 


during  the 
and  the  Co 
collection 


summer  months  ^ the  coa.stal  villa 
uncil  can  be  justly  proud  of  the 
service  provided  throughout  the 


g e s twlc e weekly 
ef f i c i en t r ef u s e 
rural  areao 


In  cadditioiij  the  mia,jority  of  lay-bys  and  other  places 
beside  the  uublic  highways  Vvliere  vehicles  may  cull  in  have 


been  provided  W'ith  litter  bins  during  the  summer  m.onths  and 
these  a.re  em.ptied  tvvo  or  three  tiimes  a weeko  At  the  request 
of  the  Countj^  Eiglraaiys  Departm.ent;  litter  bins  a.re  being  left 
all  the  yeav  round  in  Isiy-bys  on  main  roarlso 

The  department  works  in  close  conjunction  v^ith  the 
National  Fcarks  Committee  and  the  County  Main  Roods  Committee 


■’  he  siting  of  litter  bins  and 


uiic;  o_LL  _Liij_5  vJa.  _L_L  o-L 

makes  an  annual  contribution 


the  Na'bioiical  Parks  Comiimittee 


ra.rci 


o 


the  cost. 


SUMMARY  OF  MEAT  INSPECTIONS 


Arinals  Inspected 

Condemned 

Carcases 

Condemned  Portions 

T,Bo 

Other  Causes 

Sheep  865605 

. 

i 

! 

1 

1 

t 

366 

' 

' 

5 Kidneys 

4 Shoulders 

3 Forequsurters 
2707  livers 

5 Hindquarters 

1 22  Lungs 

31  Legs 

i i igs  105-190 

i 

1 

22 

248  Heads 

2 Hindquarters 
478  Livers 

287  Lungs 

1 Shoulder 

121  Hearts 

1 Hind  Leg 

1 Fore  Leg 

6 Kidneys 

j Beasts  1 5 380 

j 

I 

i 

10  Heads 

2 Hind  Legs 

140  Livers 

2 Tails 

2 Skirts 

i 

I Cov/s  635 

I 

I 

I 

19 

6 Hearts 

7 Heads 

9 Lungs 

43  Livers 

3 Spleen 

2 Hindquarters! 

6 Kidneys  ! 

2 Foreauartersl 

! 

I 

Calves  i 5376 

17 

j 

i,_. , 1 

2 COWS  ) 

CYSTICEE.CUS  BOVIS  - 8 heifers  )-Kead  or  heart  affected^ 

3 Bullocks) 


RODENT  CONTROL  REPORT 


During  the  year  1^120  visits  and  inspections  have  been 
made  to  premises  as  follows:- 

Private  Dwellings  510 

Business  premises  420 

Agricultura.1  premises  190 

75  premises  did  show  above  overage  roebe  infestation ^ 
mostly  due  to  poultry o Advice  w^as  given  where  required o 

54  complaints  vv’-ere  received  from  householders » Inf  estation 
vms  tro^ced  and  in  all  cases  cleared  by  ovmers  or  contro-ctors o 

Monthly  routine  inspections  of  all  refuse  tips  and  sewage 
disposal  areas  'was  carried  out^  which  has  kept  rat  infestation 
under  control o 

The  Council's  19  se'vver  systems  were  test  baited  during 
the  springe,  5 s^^stems  were  found  to  be  slightly  inf estedo These 
ivere  poison  treoied  twice  during  the  year  and  proved  cleo„ro 

liith  regulfir  inspection  of  all  suspected  premises^  the 
district  has  been  kept  clear  of  any  heavy  infestation  of  rots 
and  the  public  have,  on  the  whole ^ been  very  co-operative « 

TOTAL  NOTICES  (SERVED  AS  UNDER) 

Fiiblic  Hea.lth  Act  o o c o o <>  12 

Housing  Acts  » o » coo  4 

SV/iMMING  POOLS 

There  oire  three  swimmiing  pools  at  the  Primary  Schools  in 
the  a.rea. 5 with  one  pool  at  p.  privoote  school c 

There  are  three  other  pools  p two  of  xvhich  belong  to  hotels 
and  one  to  a caraivan  sitCc 

All  are  frequently  inspected  during  the  summ_er  sea.sonsc 
OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

Byelawn  are  in  operation  for  the  control  of  Offensive 
Tra.desc  There  is  one  in  the  district  - the  Tannery  a,t 
Swirnb ridge » 


UNDERGROUND  SLEEPING  ROOMS 

There  is  no  need  for  regulations  in  this  area  in  respect 
of  underground  sleeping  rooms o 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955 

food  Hygiene  Regulations o 80  inspections  of  food  premises 
Vvere  made  during  I96if»  Attention  v/as  dra,'Ui  to  certain  require- 
ments in  soFie  premiises  and  any  necessar^^  improvemicnts  were  made 
without  having  to  resort  to  form;al  action « 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

During  the  visits  to  food  shops  end  inspection  of  items  of 
food  for  sale  5 cortCoin  items  of  tinned  food  have  been  condemned 
due  to  damage  or  rust  or  leakage „ 

PETROLEUM  REGULATIONS 

9 new  tanks  were  put  under  air  tests  during  the  year, 

2 f Coiled  on  the  first  test  but  were  repaired  and  all  v/ere  then 
sa.tisf  actory  o 

No  ullage  tests  were  carried  out  in  1964® 


FAC  I OR  I ES  ACT  I96I  (Sections  110  Sc  111)  Outwork 
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BUILDING  SURVEYOR’S 
ANNUAL  REPORT 


THE  RED  HOUSE, 
CASTLE  STREET, 
BARNSTAPLE. 


To  the  ChairmcJi  and  Members  of  the 
Barnstaple  Tural  District  Council, 

Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

1 beg  to  present  the  following  Report  on  the  activities 
of  the  Building  Suiveyor’s  Depa.rtment  during  the  year  1964-“ 


PLANS 


DetaTls  of  Plans  submitted 

1964 

1963. 

1962 

1961 

No,  approved  under  Byelaws 

85 

97 

104 

86 

Noo  disa]pproved  under  Byelaavs 

4 

3 

12 

3 

Noo  a.p proved  under  Town  Planning 

719 

456 

550 

568 

No o refused  under  Town  Planning 

207 

174 

— 

— 

No  decision  given(  enquiry  Sz  deferment)i4 

25 

163 

121 

No,  withdrawn  after  formal  submission  20 

19 

15 

10 

No,  of  houses  completed  during  year 

(i)  by  PrivaTe  Enterprise 

292 

214 

217 

194 

(ii)  by  Local  Authority  G-oodleigh)  3 

b 

21 

2 

Noo  of  houses  under  construction 

208 

141 

— 

— 

COMPLETED  DLTLLING-S  1964 

Ashford 

4 

Atherington 

1 

Berrynarbor 

5 

Bishops  TawTon 

9 

30 


Bratton  Fleming  2 
Braun ton  71 
Brendon  i 
Combe  Martin  14 
East  Down  1 
Fremington  87 
G-eorgeham*  32 
Coodleigh  10 
Ho ant on  Punchardon  4 
Lejidloey  2 
Marwood  2 
Mortehoe  7 
Shirwell  5 
Sv/imbridge  3 
Tav/stock  31 
Westleigh  1 


I wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Members  of  the  Council 
the  staff  and  mem^bers  of  my  department  for  their  help  and 
support  during  the  past  year ^ 

1 am  5 


Your  obedient  Servo^ntj 
A o 


Jo  DENNIS 
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